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REPORT OF THE COMMUNITIES, REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT 
OVERVIEW AND SCRTUINY COMMITTEE TO THE

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 13th DECEMBER 2017

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee Overview and Scrutiny Committee

The Committee has met once since the last Council meeting, on 22nd November 
2017. 

Presentation On Public Space Protection Order - The Committee considered a 
which provided us with the details the consultation responses received to the 
proposed Rochdale Town Centre Public Spaces Protection Order.   

The Committee was informed that following consultation a number of items 
included within the original scope of the Order would not be included within the final 
recommendation to Cabinet.  Alternative mechanisms had been identified to deal 
with issues relating to distribution of printed material/leaflets and for the Control of 
commercial or charity collection or soliciting for money in the street. The Director of 
Neighbourhoods identified areas of geographically expansion from those originally 
proposed.   

Discretionary Crisis Fund And Local Welfare Provision - 6 Month Performance 
Report - The Committee scrutinised a report which informed Members of the 
Discretionary Crisis Fund’s performance for the first 6 months of 2017/18 and 
provided data on some of the food banks in the Borough for the same period.
 
The Committee was advised that the Discretionary Crisis Fund offered support to 
those setting up home when resettling from temporary accommodation that may 
need help in acquiring essential household items. The scheme also provided a 
mechanism to make small crisis awards for those who found themselves in 
financial difficulty for emergency household fuel or clothes.

Members of the Committee, in scrutinising the report, asked for consideration to be 
given as to the how the fund could be better promoted to increase awareness of the 
fund within Wards where there is known to be a need of support but the numbers of 
applications remain low.  

Housing Strategy 2017-2020 - The Committee scrutinised a report detailing the 
Council’s Housing Strategy 2017-2022, which set out the Council’s housing 
ambitions for the next 5 years.  The Committee was informed that the strategy 
contained 5 key strategic objectives including; increasing the supply of new homes; 
making better use of our existing properties; developing a range of housing options; 
protecting the most vulnerable; and contributing to health & wellbeing.

Members questioned the Chief Planning Officer with regard to the impact of 



demolishing property when set against new build targets and sought assurance that 
the target build on brownfield sites was realistically achievable and whether the 
transport infrastructure would support the development sustainably.  

Communities, Regeneration & Environment Directorate Plans 2017-18 Quarter 2 
Performance Update - The Committee scrutinised a report detailing progress at the 
end of Quarters 1 and 2 (1st April – 30th September 2017) towards achievement of 
the targets contained in the Economy Directorate Plan 2017-18 and Neighbourhood 
Directorate Plan 2017-18.

Members sought assurances that existing Rochdale Town Centre development 
plans remained on course for completion and questioned what opportunities were 
being considered for application in Middleton and Heywood.

Environmental Enforcement Policy Update - The Committee received a presentation 
updating us on forthcoming amendments to the Enforcement Policy. 

Members were informed that both changes to legislation and the proposed 
Rochdale Town Centre Public Protection Order were driving necessary 
amendments to the existing Policy.

Waste Collection Policy Update - The Committee received a presentation which  
updated us on the forthcoming amendments to the Waste Collection Policy. 

Questions were raised regarding the policies relating to rural garden waste disposal 
and clarification was sought as to the alternative solutions considered.  Members 
requested that an update  be provided on the changes to the Greater Manchester 
Waste Disposal levy and how that aligned to Policy development.

Homelessness Study Group - This study group, which is chaired by Councillor 
O’Neill, was established to carry out an investigation into the problems related to 
homelessness which is of course a problem for Rochdale as it is for many other 
Councils up and down the country. The membership of the Study Group is drawn 
from all three of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committees. The Study 
Group has now met on three occasions receiving presentations from the Council’s 
own Homelessness Officer and representatives of relevant external bodies: 
Rochdale Town Centre Management Company, local churches, Petrus and 
Sanctuary Trust. Members of the Study group will be undertaking visits to some of 
these organisations, including the foodbank in Rochdale, amongst others in a bid to 
learn more about the subject and on how it impacts on local people and service 
users.

Work Programme 2017/2018 - The Committee has considered its Work Programme 
for 2016/2017 and a robust schedule of work has been developed concentrating on 
the relevant areas of the Council’s business to ensure that the ‘core’ functions of 
the Committee are thoroughly covered.

GMCA Corporate Issues & Reform Overview & Scrutiny Committee. I attended the 
meeting of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Corporate Issues & Reform 
Overview & Scrutiny Committee which was held on 17th October 2016.  As this was 
the first full meeting of the Committee it considered the appointment of the Chair, 
Vice Chair, the approval of the Terms of Reference and the Call in Procedure rules.  



Andy Burnham, the GM Mayor was in attendance and he advised that it was the 
GMCA’s intention to submit an application for the Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority to become an accredited Living Wage employer and provided further 
information on the process, benefits and challenges of Living Wage Accreditation.

Consideration was also given to a draft of the refreshed Greater Manchester 
Strategy Implementation Plan, the draft of the 2016/17 GMS Annual Performance 
Report and the refreshed Greater Manchester Strategy, the GMCA/AGMA Budgets 
2017/18 and 2018/19 and the Committee’s Work Programme for 2017/18.

Councillor Neil Butterworth
Chair of the Communities, Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, 
Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee 


